[Tetanus: problems of differential diagnosis in the presence of contemporaneous administration of metoclopramide].
Here we report a clinical case concerning differential diagnosis between tetanus and metoclopramide intoxication. A 67 year old woman was admitted to our intensive care unit complaining of both trisma and four limbs hypertone soon after a massive metoclopramide bolus administration. The patient was affected by a chronicle renal insufficiency and a diagnosis of metoclopramide intoxication was made. The long lasting dystonic symptomatology together with respiratory insufficiency ruled out the hypothesis of drug overdose. The intensive care physicians would take into account that at least a 24 hours clinical observation is mandatory in order to perform a correct diagnosis.